How can I save money?
There are two ways:
1. Escrow account—as your rent increases
because you are working, a portion is put
into your personal escrow account kept by
Home Forward and will be given to you
upon graduation.
2. Individual Development Account—save for
goals such as education, starting a small
business, or homeownership by receiving a
match of $3 for every $1 you save (please
contact our office for details).

GOALS
Greater Opportunities to
Advance, Learn and Succeed

Is this for me?
If you are interested in:
Getting a stable living wage job
•
•

Building personal savings

•

Accessing resources to meet your goals

•

Becoming self sufficient

...then the GOALS program is for you!
How do I apply?
Fill out an application and you will be put on our
waiting list. Once you have applied and are on the
waiting list, you can get a preference by attending a
job training or financial literacy class and sending us
a copy of the certificate of completion.
Call 503-802-8333, Option 7 for more information
and an application.

135 SW Ash St.
Portland, OR 97204 · 503-802-8333, Option 7
homeforward.org

GOALS Graduates Find Success

About GOALS
The GOALS program is designed to support
low-income individuals and families to
reach their goal of becoming self-sufficient
through five years of supportive services.
One of our dedicated GOALS staff will work
directly with you from beginning to end. We
will help you discover your strengths to
achieve your potential.
What can GOALS do for me?
The GOALS program has helped many families with:
•
Job training and referrals
•

Getting a better job/promotion

•

Child care referrals

•

Owning a home

Who can participate?
Anyone who is currently receiving assistance through Home
Forward’s Public Housing or Section 8 programs. If you are
not sure whether you qualify, you are welcome to call us at
503-280-3739 for more information.
What will be required of me?
Be motivated to develop your potential with a desire to:
•
Set life goals and work hard to achieve them.
•

Seek training and education.

•

Obtain and maintain full-time employment.

•

Help your children achieve a good education.

•

Give back to your community.

Leonora Ramirez-Vargas, a hard-working single
mother originally from Mexico, learned about the
GOALS program, and she immediately saw that it could
help her overcome barriers presented by a different country,
culture, and language. The bilingual library clerk enrolled in
the program and began the journey from subsidized housing
toward her dream of homeownership. She had the help of
her children—who watched out after each other while she
worked—and reaped the benefits of both an escrow account
and an Individual Development Account. Just five years
later, Leonora owns a home she helped to build through
Habitat for Humanity and has started on her next dream:
a master’s degree in social work.

Amie Pico was a teenage mom in Central Oregon
struggling to make ends meet with minimum wage
jobs and food stamps. Although she had earned her GED,
she faced a future of low- paying jobs that might lead to
living on welfare, a fate she was determined to avoid. She
joined the family self-sufficiency program at Housing Works—
the housing authority in Central Oregon—and earned a twoyear business degree at a local community college. She then
used her portable Section 8 voucher and transferred to
Home Forward’s GOALS program, which enabled her to
start an on-site child care business and graduate from Portland
State University with a bachelor’s degree in Child and Family
Studies. Amie credits both housing authorities with inspiring her
and encouraging her to reach for greater success.

